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Abstract 

An artist working in India, hailing from Uttarakhand have displayed his mastery in art since the 

past more than four decades. Shekhar Chandra Joshi, has worked in various mediums and 

techniques nationally as well as internationally. Since childhood, he was passionate about arts 

and in a quiet little age started following it. Belonging from hills, he did not limit himself to an 

extent but worked harder towards his dreams.  

 

In this paper we will discuss about Shekhar Chandra Joshi, his works, mediums and styles used in 

artworks. How his experimentation in piece of artworks hold uniqueness and represent the culture 

of state altogether. Spreading his works not only as an artist but an art educator and art historian, 

this paper is a fragment of study on him. 
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Introduction 

Shekhar Chandra Joshi born on 14 December 1961, is an artist of multiple mediums. He took his 

education from AMT (Lucknow University), M.A. (DAV PG, College Dehradun, Garhwal University), 

D. Phil/ Ph.D. (Garhwal University); & D.Litt. (Kumaun University received from Dr. A. P. J. Abdul 

Kalam). Shekhar Chandra Joshi started his art journey from school, further leading to many milestones 

which he is accomplishing till the date. Whether, these are his national journeys or international ones, 

he has explored as well was spread his art across the world. His International Participation includes the 

following: 

 Korea Foundation, Seoul Korea, Fellowship of KF 

 Toronto University, Symposium  

 Nancy France, Exhibition and Conference  

 University of Cape Town, Seminar and Exhibition                                    

 RMIT University, Melbourne, Conference 

 Vienna University, Conference      

 Stockholm World Summit, World Summit on Art and culture 

 

Born in Dwarahat, Shekhar Chandra Joshi is an educationist, administrator, artist, and social worker. 

Served as a resource person of many, established his unique form of art, i.e. drawing the surface 

with nails. His art deals with various aspects since his childhood days. As we see the painting of 

Ganesha, displays his eagerness for art. Back then, he was in a stage of learning which is reflected 

in his artwork. Experimenting in multiple mediums, when we talk about ink, multiple methods can 

also be seen. His artworks deal with various mediums as well as techniques, which can be 

observed. Some time he is experimenting in completely traditional method but with his own 

painterly techniques. It reflects the abstract method of painting, the zig-zag patterns are formed in 

his completed works.  
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1. Sri Ganesh, Water Color on Paper, 28x28 cm, Shekhar Chandra Joshi 

 

Currently working in nail art widely, Joshi tries to deliver social issues to his audience. His oil 

work “Uttarakhand ka Sangharsh”, oil on canvas (purchased by Lalit kala Academy, New Delhi) 

depicts the struggle done by people of Uttarakhand. 

 

                                       
2. Photographs from early days of Shekhar Chandra Joshi, holding brush (left) and painting 

(right). 

 

Research Design 

In this research, the objective is to study the life and works of the artist Shekhar Chandra Joshi. His 

works include a major shift in mediums and styles, which is the field of to analyse. This paper 

constitutes both primary research and secondary research. Primary research in context to the collection 

of data about the main subject whereas secondary research based upon the newspapers, articles, books 

etc. as they help to analyse and interpret. Overall, this paper includes surveys, interviews, observations, 

the use of secondary data which form qualitative methods in data collection. The important aspects are 

equivalently covered and the descriptive and analytical method of research is considered. 

 

Discussions 

According to Shekhar Chandra Joshi, “A true art is the one which is conveyed easily to the viewers” which 

is mentioned in the newspaper headlines for his “Uttarakhand ka Sangharsh”, work. His portraits 
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speak their own definition of expandable art, such as of Narayan Datt Tiwari, A.P.J Abdul Kalam, 

Sundar Lal Bahuguna, Padma Vibhushan Badridatt Pandey. 

 

Appointed as Lecturer in Kumaun University Nainital in August 1988 where he joined in Almora 

College/ Campus Almora.  In the year 1992, Joshi went to Seoul under fellowship of Korea 

Foundation. Here, he drew daily life events, engraved the Korean house with his fingernails along 

with multiple sketches. After returning he didn‟t stop instead spread in India whatever he gained 

over there. He wrote an article i.e. “Modern art and artists of South Korea” in a magazine 

“Aakriti” published by Rajasthan Lalit Kala Academy. 

 

In the year 1996, he participated in a workshop combinedly held by Rajkiya Sangrahalaya, 

Uttarakhand Artists Association, Almora and Lalit Kala Foundation. He managed including the 

funds received from Uttarakhand Seva Nidhi of Rupees 5000/- to attend Kala Mela Kolkata in the same 

year. More than fifteen budding artists participated in this. 

 

Some of the Solo show by Shekhar Chandra Joshi are of Lalit Kala Akademi, New Delhi (01-07 

September 2022), Solo Show On Line/ e-Solo Show Shraddhanjali/ Tribute to Global Victims of 

COVID19 (14 June 2020)- end of December 2020, Solo Show All India Fine Arts & Crafts Society, 

New Delhi (2018),Solo Show Institute National Polytechnic DE Lorraine, Nancy, France (2005), Solo 

Show UP State Lalit Kala Academy, Lucknow (1999), Solo Show at Rampur, Nainital, Gopeshwar, 

Dehradun, & Almora (1979 - 1992).       

            . 

            A                                                                           B 
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3. Variations of subjects and styles in artworks, Tempera, 56x76cm, Shekhar Chandra Joshi 

(a) Nomads (b)Women sitting (c)Umbrellas (composition) (d)Men playing cards 

As we discuss about the abstract kind of works by Shekhar Chandra Joshi, cubist (The Cubist style 

emphasized the flat, two-dimensional surface of the picture plane, improvising the traditional 

techniques of perspective, foreshortening, modelling, and chiaroscuro and refuting time-honoured 

theories that art should imitate nature) techniques can be seen easily. A work by him of women sitting, 

umbrellas and footwear, men working etc. are clear examples of this. In the works of the year 2005‟s, 

the resemblance with Progressive artist F.N Souza can also be seen. Hailing from Almora, the cultural 

town of Uttarakhand, works on views of Almora such as Forest of Dolidana in Oil on Canvas, Rajpura 

in Oil on Canvas, Jalna and Dhaura from Dharanaula in Water Color, Ghughute Tyar, Kaluwa Vinayak 

in Acrylic on Canvas etc. are his notable works. These are a mixture of modern plus contemporary art 

forms. “Ghasyarins”, the grass bearer women are painted in multiple mediums and postures such as oil 

on canvas and acrylic on canvas. Works such as Kedarnath, Vedani Bugyal, Roopkund, Cloudy Day 

through Rajpura in Oil Color on Canvas, Trisul from Vedani Bugyal in Water Color on Paper, After 

Snowfall in Almora, Water Color on Paper, Nagara, Dhol and Damaun Players with Nishan, Acrylic 

Color on Canvas, Nanda Sunanda, Acrylic Color on Canvas, Mountain Om, Acrylic Color on Canvas 

represent the culture of hills.  

 

 
4. Korean House, Ink on paper, 14x18 cm, Shekhar Chandra Joshi 

 

The other known works include „Pahar Aur Main‟ in Oil Color on Canvas 3‟x2‟by Shekhar, „Mother 

and Child‟ in Oil Color on Canvas 3‟x2‟ , „Raga Bhairav‟, Acrylic, on Paper , „Bhairavi‟, Acrylic on 

Paper  , „Nirbhaya‟s Murder after the Rape‟, Acrylic, on Canvas, 2014  , „Exchange of flowers by 

Ladies of Kumaun and Meghalaya‟, Acrylic on Canvas  Almora Mahotsav, Acrylic on Canvas, 

„Sacrifice of Jawan in Acrylic‟, Triveni, Acrylic on Canvas, „Raj Jat‟, Nail and Color on Paper 24 x 34 

cm  „In search of Fodder Gratitude‟, Nail and Color on Paper 22 x 18 cm  „Acrobats (by Nat and 

Nati)‟, Nail and Color on Paper 40 x 30 cm  „Virus affecting people worldwide‟ on Paper in 62x 54 cm 

2020. „Use of Technology Save Nature‟, Acrylic on Canvas „Disaster Safe Uttarakhand‟, Acrylic on 

Canvas. Depictable with the titles of the work, they represent the thoughts of artist as well. As we know 

that, the ongoing issues affect an artist which is seen in the works. Weather they are the 

issues/challenges the society is facing or the they are the ones based on artist‟s observation, both are 

attempted simultaneously. 

 

https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/emphasized
https://www.britannica.com/art/perspective-art
https://www.britannica.com/art/foreshortening
https://www.britannica.com/art/chiaroscuro
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An exhibition was held by Shekhar in UP Lalit Kala Academy “Fantasy of Raga: The search for 

ecstasy” 12-14 January 1999. It is remarkable because the wings of the artist‟s journey over spread 

since this, as this was a compilation of his nail art works.  
 

Shekhar Chandra Joshi is the writer of multiple published books, International Exhibition and 

Conference on Art and Culture, „Samvad avem Srijan‟, Visual Arts and Research Methodology, 

Art and Communication of India, „Seva se Srijan (Kavya Sangrah)‟, Historical Fine Arts and 

Asian Culture An Art Craft and Skill Designing with Science and Technology, Tribal Art, Tribal 

Art and Craft of Uttarakhand, The Importance of Art and Its Interrelationship with Other Subjects, 

The Importance of Art and Its Interrelationship with Other Subjects, Korea Ki Kala, Almora Book 

Depot, Almora, 2012, „Chitrakala evem Lokkala Vividh Ayam‟, Art and Communication, „Kala ke 

Sidhant evam Chitrakala ke Rang‟ published by Almora Book Depot Almora partly funded by 

UGC, New Delhi, 2005; „Adhunik Chitrakala Ka Itihas‟. 
 

Recently, attended 9
th

 World Summit on Arts and Culture in Stockholm. Joshi raised voice of 

common people, state and the country in whole which is displayed in his works. Presented his views in 

“Ideas for Viksit Bharat @2047”. From politicians, known personalities to common people, he crafted 

his drawings and ideas with his fingernails. There are three types of nail paintings. The first one is 

without colour while the second is monochrome, and the third is fully coloured. 
 

Under the title "Nakhakshat Art," which was coined by Dr. Shekhar Chandra Joshi, he applies pressure 

to the paper with both his thumb and middle finger fingernails. His GuruJi, the late Shri Imtiyaz Ali 

Khan, was the one from whom he primarily learnt this technique. The paintings are known as 

"Nakhakshata Kala" and are well-known for Dr. Joshi's inventive and distinctive painting technique, 

which is done on paper and canvas without the use of instruments like a pen, pencil, brush, or paint. In 

the case of colouring, this is done using paddy coins, which is influenced by the Kumauni folk method 

of colouring Rangwali Pichhora. 
 

Working in this distinctive, deft, and inventive technique, his Ragamala and other series are recognized 

and displayed both in India and abroad. Experimented in various mediums, he proved his artistic talent 

in every possible aspect.  

 

 
 

5. GENESIS-I, Medium- Fingers Nail & Color on Paper, Size- 77 x 57 Cm, December 2018, 

Shekhar Chandra Joshi (left) 

6. Portrait of Subhash Chandra Bose, Drawn by artist’s fingernails on Paper, 22 x 14 cm, 

2024, Shekhar Chandra Joshi (right) 
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Conclusion 

Shekhar Chandra Joshi has worked vividly in the field of fine arts. From working in pencil and 

covering the oil colours, pen drawings, acrylic paintings as well as many more. Another 

extravagant feature is the nail engravings by him. Not many people tend to work in this technique 

but the artist is experimenting this technique since years and in the present time have achieved 

good amount of experience over it. As we study his works, they are inspired from every single 

scenario of our society. From a regular subject to evils prevailing in our society, none has been 

untouched by him. Shekhar‟s work on the one hand highlights the culture of Uttarakhand and on 

the other display the pain of our hills.  

                                             
7. Portraits of his Parents Late Ms. Parvati Devi, Pen and Ink on Paper(left), Late Mr. 

Leeladhar Joshi Sketch on Paper(right), 14x21 cm, Shekhar Chandra Joshi 

 

As we go back to his works of college, a shift to fine arts from the regular methods can be seen 

clearly. In the works, experimentation with cubist technique, less realistic figures, study of objects, 

humans etc are depicted. The hint of him moving towards modern art and later to abstraction is 

another noticeable aspect of his artworks. With multiple portraits from his parents, to the known 

personalities his works hold various modes, mediums and styles. The portrait of his mother is in 

ink and the technique is stippling. Stippling art is a technique that uses small dots to create an image 

or pattern, simulating shading and value changes. By varying the spacing and density of dots, artists 

can achieve different shades, from light to dark. This technique is often employed in drawings, 

engravings, and printmaking. So, what is observed that there is approximately every technique 

experimented by the artist. As per the photographs depict, wall paintings at a young age were also part 

of his artworks.  Also, the paintings with flat colours, the one enhancing picturesque, the landscaped 

whether they are in realistic or the abstract forms, his experimentation has spread their wings widely. 

Sometimes they are vibrant and also the others are dull, the subject matter and mediums affect the 

artworks. Art education in the region of Kumaon was not much prevalent at those times, but the artists 

mostly preferred Lucknow as it was the nearest and significant place for practicing art as well as a hub 

for art activities.  

 

This paper contemplates the works of the artist as well as an art educator. As we understand the works 

done by Shekhar, they hold vividness, depictable expressiveness, and an experimentation of various 
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mediums and techniques. The knowledge that he penetrated during his visits to foreign countries 

have also been compiled in his written books such as „Korea ki Kala‟. Still, he is exploring new 

aspects in the field and is continuing learning as well as teaching. Either he is in different country 

or place, he keeps it along and puts up between everyone through his artworks, research paper, 

press reports and others. Lively and since his childhood days, the artist is still carrying the spirit in 

himself and the artworks.  

 

     
8. Nirbhaya’s Murder after the Rape, Acrylic, on Canvas, 2014, Shekhar Chandra Joshi 

(left) 

9. Sacrifice of Jawan, Acrylic, Shekhar Chandra Joshi (right) 

 

References 

1. Amar Ujala Bareilly, Under the headline Darshako ka man Moh Liya Shekhar Ki Chitra 

Pradarshani ne, 23.10.1990 

2. Colour from the hills. The Times of India Lucknow. 19.02.1999. 

3. Dr. Subrata Dey, (2024), Exploring Shekhar Joshi's "Enigmatic Voyage" via the Lens of Nail 

Impression Technique: An Investigation of the Work's Dynamic Texture and Vibrant Palette, 

Educational Administration: Theory and Practice, 30(1), 3374-3381 Doi: 

10.53555/kueyv30i1.7199 

4. Gardner, Helen, and Kleiner,  Fred, eds. Art Through the Ages. Wadsworth Publishing Co Inc, 

2004. 

5. Himanchal saptahik, Tarun Chitrakaar Shekhar Joshi, 05.04.1981. 

6. Nakhakshat Art: An Innovation in Visual Arts, Professor (Dr.) Shekhar Chandra Joshi. Paper 

presented in Arts College, Lucknow. 8.03.2025 

7. Meet the artist who nails and frames his artworks. The Tribune. 11.01.2018. 04:00 A.M 

8. Prof. (Dr.) Shekhar Chandra Joshi and his unique art. Earth News Jammu. Monday September 

05. Page 10. 

9. Ragamala Painting Exhibition begins. Hindustan Times. Lucknow Wednesday. 13.01.1999. 

Page 02. 

10. Smith, Ray. The artist‟s handbook (3
rd

 ed.). DK Publishing, 2003. 

11. Youth Times, Lucknow a feast of Art, May 1.15.1980. 

 

 

 

https://archive.org/search.php?query=creator%3A%22Helen+Gardner%22
https://www.amazon.in/Fred-Kleiner/e/B001IGLRPW/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_2

