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RURAL WOMEN EMPOWERMENT AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP DEVELOPMENT

“You can tell the condition of a nation by looking at the status of its women”
Jawaharlal Nehru.
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Abstract

Empowerment of women has emerged as an important issue in recent times. The economic empowerment of women is being
regarded these days as a Sne-quo-non of progress for a country; hence, the issue of economic empowerment of women is of
paramount importance to political thinkers, social scientists and reformers. The Self Help Groups (SHGs) have paved the
way for economic independence of rural women. The members of SHGs are involved in Micro — Entrepreneurships. Through
that, they are becoming economically independent and providing employment opportunities to others. This article deals with
empowerment of rural women through entrepreneurship and the advantages entrepreneurship among the rural women.
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INTRODUCTION

Women entrepreneurs need to be lauded for their increased utilization of modern technology, increased investments, finding
aniche in the export market, creating a sizable employment for others and setting the trend for other women entrepreneursin
the organized sector. While women entrepreneurs have demonstrated their potential, the fact remains that they are capable of
contributing much more than what they already are. Women’s entrepreneurship needs to be studied separately for two main
reasons. The first reason is that women’s entrepreneurship has been recognised during the last decade as an important
untapped source of economic growth. Women entrepreneurs create new jobs for themselves and others and aso by being
different. They also provide the society with different solutions to management, organisation and business problems as well
as to the exploitation of entrepreneurial opportunities. The second reason is that the topic of women in entrepreneurship has
been largely neglected both in society in general and in the social sciences. Not only have women lower participation ratesin
entrepreneurship than men but they also generally choose to start and manage firms in different industries than men tend to
do.

Development of the society is directly related with the Income Generation Capacity of its members with agriculture, as the
key income generation activity the entrepreneurship on farm and home can directly affect the income of a major chunk of our
population. The growth of modernization processes such as industrialization, technical change; urbanization and migration
further encourage it. Entrepreneurship on small scale is the only solution to the problems of unemployment and proper
utilization of both human and non-human resources and improving the living condition of the poor masses.

ENTREPRENEURSHIP DEVELOPMENT THROUGH SELF HELP GROUPS FOR RURAL WOMEN

Now-a-days economic development is one of the factors that have changed the entire scenario of social and cultura
environment within the country especially for the women. The rural women are engaged in small-scale entrepreneurship
programme with the help of Self Help Groups. Through that they were economically empowered and attaining status in
family and community. Rural women play a vital role in farm and home system. She contributes substantially in the physical
aspect of farming, livestock management, post harvest and allied activities. Her direct and indirect contribution at the farm
and home level along with livestock management operation has not only help to save their assets but also led to increase the
family income. She performs various farm, livestock, post harvest and alied activities and possesses skills and indigenous
knowledge in these areas. The women were empowering themselves technically to cope with the changing times and
productively using their free time and existing skills for setting and sustaining enterprises. They were engaged in starting
individual or collective income generation programme with the help of self-help group. This will not only generate income
for them but also improve the decision-making capabilities that led to overall empowerment.

AREAS OF MICRO-ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT
Depending on number of factors ranging from landholdings, subsidiary occupations, agro climatic conditions and socio-
personal characteristics of the rural women and her family member the areas of micro-enterprises also differ from place to
place. The micro enterprises are classified under three major heads:

*  Micro Enterprise development related to agriculture and allied agricultural activities

*  Micro-Enterprise development related to livestock management activities

»  Micro - Enterprise development related to household based operations
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ADVANTAGESOF ENTREPRENEURSHIP AMONG RURAL WOMEN

Empowering women particularly rural women is a challenge. Micro enterprises in rural area can help to meet these
challenges. Micro — enterprises not only enhance national productivity, generate employment but also help to develop
economic independence, personal and social capabilities among rural women. Following are some of the personal and social
capabilities, which were developed as result of taking up enterprise among rural women.

Economic empowerment

Improved standard of living

Sdf confidence

Enhance awareness

Sense of achievement

Increased social interaction

Engaged in political activities

Increased participation level in gram sabha meeting

Improvement in leadership qualities

Involvement in solving problems related to women and community

Decision making capacity in family and community

Economic empowerment of women by micro entrepreneurship led to the empowerment of women in many things such as
socio-economic opportunity, property rights, political representation, social equality, personal right, family development,
market development, community development and at last the nation devel opment.

CONCLUSION

Women’s entrepreneurship is both about women’s position in society and about the role of entrepreneurship in the same
society. Women entrepreneurs faced many obstacles specifically in market their product (including family responsibilities)
that have to be overcome in order to give them access to the same opportunities as men. In addition, in some countries,
women may experience obstacles with respect to holding property and entering contracts. Increased participation of women
in the labour forceis a prerequisite for improving.

The position of women in society and self-employed women. Particularly the entry of rural women in micro enterprises will
be encouraged and aggravated. Rural women can do wonders by their effectual and competent involvement in entrepreneurial
activities. The rural women are having basic indigenous knowledge, skill, potential and resources to establish and manage
enterprise.
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